SH i Reactions at Silicon as Unimolecular Chain Transfer Steps in the Formation of Cyclic Alkoxysilanes.
A new radical approach to cyclic ethers 2 is offered by the intramolecular homolytic substitution (SH i) reaction at a silicon center. High diastereoselectivities can be obtained in this efficient unimolecular chain transfer reaction. Less suitable are radicals such as 1 in which an R3 Si group replaces the SnMe3 group.